Message

Sent: 6/24/2019 4:25:35 PM
To: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: DRAFT

From: Konkus, John

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 12:24 PM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>
Subject: DRAFT

HEADLINE: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)
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Message

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Yes.

abboud.michael@epa.gov [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

6/24/2019 6:14:38 PM

Sauerhage, Maggie [Sauerhage.Maggie@epa.gov]

Re: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun

24,2019, at 2:11 PM, Sauerhage, Maggie <Sauerhage Maggie@epa.gov> wrote:

Do you want this posted in the newsroom?

Maggie Sauerhage

Office of Public Affairs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office: (202) 564-0443

Cell:: Ex. 6

Begin forwarded message:

From: "EPA Press Office" <press@epa.gov>

Date: June 24, 2019 at 1:26:30 PM EDT

To: "Sauerhage Maggie@epa.gov" <Sauerhage Maggie(@epa.gov>
Subject: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up
Superfund Sites

Reply-To: press@epa.gov

ED_002727_00000002-00001



Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of inspector General (OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was
a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals
of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

ED_002727_00000002-00002



As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in
one year since FY 2005.

To read more about our Superfund Task Force,

ED_002727_00000002-00003



Message

From: abboud.michael@epa.gov [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 6:07:21 PM

To: Sauerhage, Maggie [Sauerhage.Maggie@epa.gov]

cC: Press [Press@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: For Review: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites
Nabh he has google.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 24, 2019, at 1:59 PM, Sauerhage, Maggie <Sauerhage Maggie(@epa.gov> wrote:

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Maggie Sauerhage

Office of Public Affairs

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office: (202) 564-0443

Cell: Ex. 6

On Jun 24, 2019, at 1:50 PM, "msoraghan@eenews.net" <msoraghan@eenews.net> wrote:

What did politico say? Is there a link?

Mike Soraghan
Reporter - E&E News
' Ex. 6

Sent from my 1Phone

On Jun 24, 2019, at 1:31 PM, EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> wrote:
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Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of inspector General (OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it w:
a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals
of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inqui
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

ED_002727_00000003-00002



As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions i
one year since FY 2005.

To read more about our Superfund Task Force,

ED_002727_00000003-00003



Message

Sent:
To:
CC:

Subject:

6/24/2019 4:54:02 PM

Darwin, Veronica [darwin.veronica@epa.gov]; Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Schiermeyer, Corry [schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [kenkus.john@epa.gov]; McFaul, Jessica
[mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov]; Beach, Christopher [beach.christopher@epa.gov]

FW: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites - Preview

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 12:53 PM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites - Preview

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

ED_002727_00000004-00001



The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The OIG stated that the Agency’s efforts
‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also highlighting that they ‘heard
positive feedback from task force members, such as it was a collaborative process or a
helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others approve of the efforts of the
career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals the Superfund Task Force,
because we are making great progress for the American public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from CIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, the under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22
sites from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of
deletions in one year since FY 2005.

To read more about our Superfund Task Force,

W
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Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:30 PM

To: Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject:Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress
Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was

ED_002727_00000005-00001



a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals
of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in

one year since FY 2005.

\\\\
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Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 4:53:21 PM

To: Abboud, Michael
[abboud.michael@epa.gov]

Subject:Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress
Cleaning Up Superfund Sites - Preview

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The OIG stated that the Agency’s efforts
‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also highlighting that they ‘heard
positive feedback from task force members, such as it was a collaborative process or a

ED_002727_00000006-00001



helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others approve of the efforts of the
career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals the Superfund Task Force

because we are making great progress for the American public
A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry

from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report

As a reminder, the under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22
sites from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of

deletions in one year since FY 2005

\
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Message

From: Michael Abboud [Abboud.Michael@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:38 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]
Subject: Your campaign has been sent

Your campaign has been sent

The campaign Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund
Sites has been sent to 3,288 recipients, with the subject of 'Politico Misleads On Trump
ERPA's Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites'

See the reports, or vigw this campaign Watch the action Bve

Loxgln to visw & detaliad report on this carmpaign incduding who opened i and whern, what links they clicked on, who
unsubsoribed, ain
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Message

From: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 4:43:43 PM

To: Schiermeyer, Corry [schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov]

cC: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [kenkus.jochn@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: EPA watchdog says Superfund task force could have been more transparent
Nice.

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

Ex. 6

On Jun 24, 2019, at 11:40 AM, Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> wrote:

Last paragraph edits

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 24, 2019, at 11:37 AM, Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> wrote:

This is our first draft of the release, any edits? | think we can just send this.

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

From: Jackson, Ryan
Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 11:55 AM
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

ED_002727_00000015-00001



Subject: Fwd: EPA watchdog says Superfund task force could have been more

transparent

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S. EPA

Ex. 6

Begin forwarded message:

From: "POLITICO Pro Energy Whiteboard"
<politicoemail@politicopro.com>

Date: June 24, 2019 at 9:53:00 AM CDT
To: <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA watchdog says Superfund task force could have been

more transparent

Reply-To: "POLITICO subscriptions” <reply-feS01¢71776403797¢-

1159543 HTML-786581600-1376319-0@politicoernail.com>

By Alex Guillén

06/24/2019 10:51 AM EDT

Former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's Superfund task force was
not influenced by industry or companies but could have been more

transparent, according to an inspector general report released

today.

The task force in 2017 generated a list of recommendations for
speeding up clean-ups, streamlining management and finding

better ways to finance remediation. But outside groups complained

the task force was opaque, particularly after the agency sai

court that the task force had few supporting documents, such as

meeting agendas, minutes or reference materials.

EPA followed recordkeeping laws and rules and has preserved

documents shared by industry groups, the OIG concluded.

Investigators said none of the task force members they talked to

said that "unsolicited communications" from industry impacted the

recommendations.

ED_002727_00000015-00002



"However, the EPA report could have been more transparent with
the process that was used, and the qualifications of the personnel
involved, to allay public concerns and increase confidence in the
recommendations,” the OIG concluded.

The report recommended EPA publish online more information
about the task force, including details about work done by career
EPA staff. EPA has agreed to do so by the end of August.

To view online:
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/energy/whiteboard/2019/06/epa-
watchdog-says-superfund-task-force-could-have-been-more-
ransparent-3471982

You received this POLITICO Pro content because your customized
settings include: Energy: EPA. To change your alert settings, please go
to https://subscriber.politicopro.com/settings

PRO

This email alert has been sent for the exclusive use of POLITICO Pro
subscriber, jackson.ryan@epa.gov. Forwarding or reproducing the alert
without the express, written permission of POLITICO Pro is a violation of
copyright law and the POLITICO Pro subscription agreement.

Copyright © 2018 by POLITICO LLC. All rights reserved. To subscribe to
Pro, please go to politicopro.com.

This email was sent to jackson.ryan@epa.gov by: POLITICO, LLC 1000
Wilson Blvd. Arlington, VA, 22209, USA

ED_002727_00000015-00003



Message

From: Schiermeyer, Corry [schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 4:40:03 PM

To: Abboud, Michael [abboud.michael@epa.gov]

cC: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.jchn@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: EPA watchdog says Superfund task force could have been more transparent

Last paragraph edits
Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 24, 2019, at 11:37 AM, Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> wrote:

This is our first draft of the release, any edits? | think we can just send this.

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 11:55 AM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: EPA watchdog says Superfund task force could have been more transparent

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Ryan Jackson
Chief of Staff
U.S.EPA

Ex. 6

ED_002727_00000016-00001



Begin forwarded message:

From: "POLITICO Pro Energy Whiteboard" <politicoemail@politicopro.com>

Date: June 24, 2019 at 9:53:00 AM CDT

To: <jackson.ryvan@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA watchdog says Superfund task force could have been more transparent
Reply-To: "POLITICO subscriptions" <reply-fe901c¢71776403797¢-1159543 HTML-
786581600-1376318-0@politicoemail.com>

By Alex Guillén
06/24/2019 10:51 AM EDT

Former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's Superfund task force was not influenced
by industry or companies but could have been more transparent, according to an
inspector general report released today.

The task force in 2017 generated a list of recommendations for speeding up clean-
ups, streamlining management and finding better ways to finance remediation.
But outside groups complained the task force was opaque, particularly after the
agency said in court that the task force had few supporting documents, such as
meeting agendas, minutes or reference materials.

EPA followed recordkeeping laws and rules and has preserved documents shared
by industry groups, the OIG concluded. Investigators said none of the task force
members they talked to said that "unsolicited communications" from industry
impacted the recommendations.

"However, the EPA report could have been more transparent with the process that
was used, and the qualifications of the personnel involved, to allay public
concerns and increase confidence in the recommendations,” the OIG concluded.

The report recommended EPA publish online more information about the task
force, including details about work done by career EPA staff. EPA has agreed to
do so by the end of August.

To view online:
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/energy/whiteboard/2019/06/epa-watchdog-
says-superfund-task-force-could-have-been-more-transparent-3471982

You received this POLITICO Pro content because your customized settings include:
Energy: EPA. To change your alert settings, please go to
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/settings

This email alert has been sent for the exclusive use of POLITICO Pro subscriber,
jackson.ryan@epa.gov. Forwarding or reproducing the alert without the express,
written permission of POLITICO Prois a violation of copyright law and the POLITICO Pro
subscription agreement.

ED_002727_00000016-00002



Copyright © 2018 by POLITICO LLC. All rights reserved. To subscribe to Pro, please go to
politicopro.com.

This email was sent to jackson.ryan@epa.gov by: POLITICO, LLC 1000 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, VA, 22208, USA

ED_002727_00000016-00003



Message

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Sauerhage, Maggie [Sauerhage.Maggie@epa.gov]

6/24/2019 6:45:46 PM

Press [Press@epa.gov]; Regional Public Affairs Directors [Regional_Public_Affairs_Directors@epa.gov]; AO-OCIR
Everyone [AOOCIR_Everyone@epa.gov]; AO OPA Internal Communications
[AO_OPA_Internal_Communications@epa.gov]; AO OPA immediate Office [AC_OPA_Immediate_Office@epa.gov];
AC OPA Web Communications [AO_OPA_Web_Communications@epa.gov]; Comm Directors and Alternates
[Comm_Directors_and_Alternates@epa.gov]

Newsroom: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Newsroom: https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/politico-misleads-trump-epas-progress-cleaning-superfund-sites

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 1:27 PM

To: Sauerhage, Maggie <Sauerhage.Maggie@epa.gov>

Subject: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

ED_002727_00000018-00001



Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was
a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals

of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

ED_002727_00000018-00002



re about our Superfund Task Force, «iici haye.
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Message

From: Abboud, Michael [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B6F5AF791A1842F 1ADCCO88CBFIED3CE-ABBOUD, MIC]

Sent: 6/24/2019 4:59:57 PM

To: Darwin, Veronica [darwin.veronica@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites - Preview

Nope! Thank you for flagging.

From: Darwin, Veronica

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 12:59 PM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites - Preview

Found two small typos. Too late?

From: Abboud, Michael

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 12:55 PM

To: Darwin, Veronica <darwin.veronica@epa.gov>; Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Cc: Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica
<mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher <beach.christopher @epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy
<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Sauerhage, Maggie <Sauerhage.Maggie @epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites - Preview

Per Ryan’s direction we are going to send now.

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2019 12:53 PM

To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites - Preview

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

ED_002727_00000023-00001



Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)
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Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:30 PM

| Ex. 6 - Administrator

Subjeclt:PoIitico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress
Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was

ED_002727_00000057-00001



a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals
of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in

one year since FY 2005.

\\\\
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Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:30 PM

To: Darwin, Henry [darwin.henry@epa.gov]

Subject: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (0OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was
a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals

ED_002727_00000058-00001



of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in

one year since FY 2005.

ED_002727_00000058-00002



Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:30 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]

Subject: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (0OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was
a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals

ED_002727_00000060-00001



of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in

one year since FY 2005.

ED_002727_00000060-00002



Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:30 PM

To: Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]

Subject: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (0OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was
a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals

ED_002727_00000069-00001



of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in

one year since FY 2005.
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Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:30 PM

To: Molina, Michael [molina.michael@epa.gov]

Subject: Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (0OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was
a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals

ED_002727_00000080-00001



of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in

one year since FY 2005.
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Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:30 PM

To: Schiermeyer, Corry
[schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov]

Subject:Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress
Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was

ED_002727_00000087-00001



a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals
of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in

one year since FY 2005.

ED_002727_00000087-00002



Message

From: EPA Press Office [press@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/24/2019 5:26:30 PM

To: Wheeler, Andrew
[wheeler.andrew@epa.gov]

Subject:Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress
Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

Politico Misleads On Trump EPA’s Progress Cleaning Up Superfund Sites

The Trump EPA has made it a priority to speed up the Superfund process to cleanup
sites and return land to productive use. The Office of Inspector General (OIG) stated
that the Agency’s efforts ‘complied with applicable laws and rules’ while also
highlighting that they ‘heard positive feedback from task force members, such as it was

ED_002727_00000088-00001



a collaborative process or a helpful effort.” We are pleased that the OIG and others
approve of the efforts of the career staff who helped establish and carry out the goals
of the Superfund Task Force, because we are making great progress for the American
public.

A reader of Politico would have been rightfully confused about the results of this inquiry
from OIG. It is only fair to ask why they chose to ignore the key findings of this report.

As a reminder, under the Trump Administration, the EPA deleted all or part of 22 sites
from Superfund’s National Priorities List in FY 2018 - the largest number of deletions in

one year since FY 2005.
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